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Andre Metzger, 32, isn’t one to back 
down from a challenge, especially after 
he missed a birdie at par 3 number 15 
during last year’s Bobcat North Dakota 
Open in Fargo.

“By missing that putt, it gave Chris 
(Evans) a great chance to come back,” 
Metzger said. “It would have put more 
pressure on him than me, where missing 
that putt put more pressure on me to 
not lose.”

Metzger persevered and pulled 
away from Evans, winning the 2013 
tournament with a score of nine under.

“After the front 9, I had a really good 
lead so I was pretty much in control,” 
he said. “We went to the back 9 so I 
was in the position where I had to play 
smart. It was tough for me because I 

went through a ton of emotions from having 
things in the bag to seeing things start to 
slip away.” 

“For him (Chris) to push me and for me to 
overcome that adversity really helped me.”

The experience itself, Metzger said, 
allowed him to overcome his own demons 
and pushed him to excel on the course. 
This year, Metzger is hoping for the same 
outcome in the Dakota’s Tour.

“Most guys who know me, know me as 
one of the best putters, but that’s (actually) 
where I’ve been struggling (lately),” he said. 
“When I do putt well, I win, but I’m really 
hoping to get three wins and to be player of 
the year in the Dakota’s Tour.”

Metzger, who resides in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, is currently in his second season 
on the All-American Gateway Tour.

Harry and Kathy Hawken have been named 
the 2014 Bobcat North Dakota State Open 
Honorary Chairs due, in part, to their 40 
years of service at the Fargo County Club. 

Harry, who served on the Fargo County 
Club Board for seven years and acted 
as president in 1995, was part of some 
exciting changes including the remodeling 
of the Fargo County Club clubhouse and 
his involvement in the U.S. Junior Amateur 
tournament when it came to town.

Both Harry and Kathy value the Bobcat 
North Dakota Open and the impact the 

tournament brings to those in need, 
especially through the Open’s partnership 
with The Village Family Service Center — 
a non-profit organization focused on 
improving the quality of life through  
services such as child care, mentoring  
and adoption.

“We really believe in giving back, and 
The Village is just a marvelous part of our 
community,” Kathy said. “It adds a whole, 
positive experience to the golf tournament.  
The return to the community through The 
Village is something I know Bobcat should 
be proud of being a part of.”

The Hawkens reside in Fargo, North Dakota 
and have a daughter, Sarah, a son, Philip, 
and four grandchildren.
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Much has changed in John Mark’s life in 
the past 50 years since he first played at the 
Bobcat North Dakota Open on September 27, 
1964. What hasn’t changed is his continued 
passion for the sport.

Mark, 71, and now retired, remembered the 
event starting out as a two-day tournament; 
however, Mother Nature had other plans. “The 
first day it just blew and hailed and everything, 
so it turned out to be one day, just on Sunday,” 
he said. 

Despite the weather, Mark said he played fairly 
well — finishing 11th in the amateur division. 
“I’m not the best, but I’m better than nothing,” 
he chuckled.

The open, which was started by Bill Swanston 
of Fargo, North Dakota, featured only area pros from the cities, Iowa and 
Winnipeg. Today, the tournament has expanded to feature pro golfers including 
2013 winner Andre Metzger and 2012 winner Ryan Lenahan.

Another attribute to the tournament’s success is its contribution to The Village 
Family Service Center of Fargo — a local organization helping area children  
and families.

“It’s just wonderful that Bobcat has stayed with the tournament,” Mark said. 
“Kudos to the (Fargo) Country Club and Bobcat for supporting The Village and 
keeping this thing going, because it’s important to the community.”

Today, Mark still makes time for golf and volunteers his time as a starter at the 
Fargo County Club. He previously served 28 years on the SGA and attended 23 
national tournaments.

Doosan sponsors 
2014 open 
Championship, 
WorlD’s most  
prestigious golf 
tournament
seoul, south Korea (July 7, 2014) –  
An Open Championship patron sponsor 
since 2010, Doosan was back to the 
prestigious golf tournament for a fifth 
consecutive year, increasing international 
awareness of the company’s brand like 
never before.

Most notably, Doosan installed an eight-
meter-long widescreen LED billboard 
outside the company’s exhibition booth 
on the tournament grounds, where the 
company’s businesses and brand stories 
were told. The exhibit also featured an 
excavator simulator, virtual golf simulator 
and a photo zone for visitors to enjoy.

In addition, Doosan carried out marketing 
activities outside the tournament venue. 
Doosan’s sponsorship for The Open 
was posted on large billboards in and 
around the Manchester Airport (the main 
airport servicing the tournament), as well 
as on branded buses traveling between 
Manchester and Liverpool.

The boost to the Doosan brand coming 
from the exposure of its logo in the media 
was expected to be substantial. In 2013 
alone, the exposure of the Doosan logo 
on TV during The Open was worth an 
estimated 8.57 million pounds (about US 
$14.6 million), according to an analysis by 
Repucom, a global brand analysis firm.

Also during the Open Championship 
2013, the Doosan logo appeared on 
fences around the teeing grounds, gaining 
exposure for a total of 188,873 seconds 
(or more than 52 hours), with 87.7 million 
viewers from 190 countries watching  
the tournament.

The 143rd Open Championship (also known 
as the British Open) was held at the Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club, located near Liverpool, 
England, from July 17 to 20.
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